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 First Six Weeks  

3, 4, 5 I. VALUING/EVALUATING  
A. Historical/Cultural Aspects

1.  Exemplary artists/artworks 
2.  Media, tools, techniques, and processes 
3.  Influences 
4.  Themes and styles 

Language Arts: words that 
describe shape-to-form 
relationships in all creative 
compositions 

B. Critique 
1.  Knowledge-based decisions 
2.  Personal preferences/aesthetic decisions 

C. Critique Process 
1.  Discussion 
2.  Analysis 
3.  Interpretation 
4.  Judgment 

I Spy Game -basic 
geometric shapes that are 
found within objects 
Critique of various prints to 
identify the basic geometric 
shapes and forms that are 
found within objects 
 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 II. PRODUCING ART – SHAPE-TO-FORM    
 A. Basic Understandings 

1.  Shape-to-form relationships (2-D to 3-D) 
a. circle to sphere 
b. rectangle to cylinder 
c. square to cube 
d. triangle to cone 

2.  Shapes-within-shapes  
3.  Basic understandings 

a. shape-to-form/shape-within-shapes 
b. ellipse 
c. contour line 
d. shading 
e. overlapping 

Paper mosaic of window 
design by cutting/tearing 
basic shapes 

Prints – Desserts, Hunt’s 
Vase, French Six-Day 
Bicycle Rider 
 
Sunflower #2 (Van Gogh) 
 

Math: geometric shapes, 
analytical skills 
Science: parts-to-whole 
aspects in plants and 
animal forms 
Social Studies: events and 
people seen in art prints 

   
   
   

  
   

     
  

   

   

   

  
  
  

RESOURCE KEY Disclaimer:  Product descriptions are recommended activities that 
can be supplemented by activities teaching the same concepts/skills.
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 First Six Weeks  

f. placement
g. vertical/horizontal 
h. size/proportion 
i. linear perspective 

   

 B. Basic Shape/Geometric Form Drawing 
1.  Circle to sphere 
2.  Rectangle to cylinder 

a. axis line for symmetry 
b. ellipse shape for illusion of roundness 

3.  Triangle to cone (ellipse shape for illusion of roundness) 
4.  Square to cube 

a. converging lines, horizon line/ eye level, vanishing points 
b. one-point perspective / two-point perspective  
c. optical illusion 

C. Shading 
1.  Illusion of form 
2.  Value scale 
3.  Light source 

Circle to Sphere drawing – 
changing it to a sphere 
through the use of 
gradation  of value 
(shading technique) 
Rectangle to Cylinder 
drawing – changing it to a 
cylinder by the use of an 
axis line and ellipse shapes 
Triangle to Cone drawing 
using an ellipse shape 
Square to Cube –  using 1 
point perspective 

 Math: geometric shapes/ 
forms, parts-to-whole 
Science: influence of light 
on objects relates to light 
and shadow created by 
position of the sun 

 Second Six Weeks  

3, 4, 5 I. VALUING/EVALUATING 
A. Historical/Cultural Aspects

1.  Exemplary artists/artworks 
2.  Media, tools, techniques, and processes 
3.  Influences 
4.  Themes and styles 

Critique artworks to 
discuss shapes-within-
shapes 
Critique objects in the 
surroundings to identify 
basic shapes 

  
   

     
  

     
   

     
   

    

     
     
     

RESOURCE KEY Disclaimer:  Product descriptions are recommended activities that 
can be supplemented by activities teaching the same concepts/skills.
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 Second Six Weeks  

B. Critique
1.  Knowledge-based decisions 

C. Personal preferences/aesthetic decisions Critique Process 
1.  Discussion 
2.  Analysis 
3.  Interpretation 
4.  Judgment 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 II. PRODUCING ART – SHAPE-WITHIN-SHAPES    
 1.  Shapes in Faces and Figures  

2.  Figures 
B. Color Shading 

1.  Shading technique  
2.  Color pencil/crayon techniques (media) 

C. Grouped Objects  
1.  Simple object drawing 
2.  Basic understandings 

a. overlapping  
b. format  
c. foreground, middle ground, and background  
d. foreground objects  
e. background objects  
f. axis lines  
g. ellipse shapes  
h. axis lines  
i. shading techniques  
j. contour line  
k. line weights/characteristics  

Face drawing (portrait or 
self portrait) illustrating 
shape-to-form  
Animal drawing illustrating 
shape-to-form 
Figure drawing illustrating 
shape-to-form 
Single fruit drawing 
illustrating the use of color 
gradation for illusion of 
roundness 
Grouped object 
composition created from 
previously drawn basic 3-D 
shapes (cut-out and glued 
to new page illustrating  
IIC-2 
Simple  grouped object 
drawing, i.e.,  two apples 
and a coke can 
Leaf drawing illustrating 
use of contour line  

Portrait of my Mother 
(Jaramillo) 
Ji,m  (Johnson) 
Eva Green (Henri) 
Old Man Grieving (Van 
Gogh) 
Lady Jean (Bellows) 
 
Brooklyn Bridge  (Stella) 
 

Science: parts-to-whole 
identification of plant life, 
human, and animals 
Social Studies: landscapes 
indicate geographical 
areas 
Math: geometric shapes, 
proportions, parts-to-whole 
relationships 
Language Arts: portraits/ 
self-portraits relate to 
biography/autobiography 

     
     
     

     
   

     
     

RESOURCE KEY Disclaimer:  Product descriptions are recommended activities that 
can be supplemented by activities teaching the same concepts/skills.
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 Third Six Weeks  
     

3, 4, 5 I. VALUING/EVALUATING 
A. Historical/Cultural Aspects

1.  Exemplary artists/designers/artworks 
2.  Media, tools, techniques, and processes 
3.  Influences 
4.  Themes and styles 

B. Critique 
1.  Knowledge-based decisions 
2.  Personal preferences/aesthetic decisions 

C. Critique Process 
1.  Discussion 
2.  Analysis 
3.  Interpretation 
4.  Judgment 

Critique of designs to 
identify use of elements 
and principles of design 
Critique of surroundings to 
identify life enhanced by 
designs (fabric, furniture, 
etc.) 

Language Arts: elements 
and principles of design 
are similar to those in 
literary forms 
Science: color theory, Sir 
Isaac Newton 
Math: parts-to-whole 
relationships, geometric 
forms, equivalents/weights 
and measures 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 II. PRODUCING ART - DESIGN    
 A. Design Elements 

1.  Line  
a. characteristics 
b. directions 
c. weights 
d. relationship to shape 

2.  Shape 
a. 2-D to 3-D relationships 
b. shapes-within-shapes 
c. gradation of values 
d. effects of color and texture on shape 

Critique of art 
reproductions using art 
language 
3-D book illustrating 
original story on individual 
pages and assembled into 
a book 
shape-to-form drawings of 
simple objects 

  

     
     
     
     
     

   

   
   

RESOURCE KEY Disclaimer:  Product descriptions are recommended activities that 
can be supplemented by activities teaching the same concepts/skills.
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 Third Six Weeks  
     
 3. Color  

a. mixing primary colors 
b. primary and secondary color mixing 
c. emotional aspects of color 

4.  Form 
a. 2-D (height/width) 
b. 3-D (height, width and depth) 

5.  Texture 
a. rubbings 
b. visual vs. tactile 

6.  Demonstrate on understanding of space 
a. positive/negative 
b. overlapping 
c. diminishing sizes 

Color wheel created by 
mixing primary colors 
Sunny day painting 
illustrating understanding 
of warm colors 

  

 B. Design Principles  
1.  Emphasis -  main point of interest created by: 

a. use of elements 
b. contrasting elements 

2.  Balance  
a. symmetrical 
b. asymmetrical 

 

Spoon composition 
illustrating emphasis and 
use of positive and 
negative space 
 
 
 

 
Figure Five in Gold 
[Demuth] 
Frieze of Dancers [Degas] 
Child with Red Hat 
[Cassett] 

Careers: Fireman 
Drama and Music: louder 
tones show emphasis/ 
dynamics 
Language Arts: topic 
sentences in a paragraph 
capture attention; 
Repetition in a poem for 
emphasis 

 3.  Visual rhythm  
a. repetition of line, shape, color, value, & size 
b. ordered/random patterns 

 
 
 
 
 

Composition of large, 
overlapping letters 
illustrating repetition of 
color (visual rhythm) 
Vegetable print design 
using either a random or 
an ordered pattern and 
symmetry 

 
Le Jour  [Braquel] 
Women in the 
Garden[Monet] 
Three Flags [Johns] 

Music: movement 
Dance: movement 
Science: patterns in nature 
Social Studies: westward 
movement; land forms 
Language Arts:  pattern 
poems 

     

   

RESOURCE KEY Disclaimer:  Product descriptions are recommended activities that 
can be supplemented by activities teaching the same concepts/skills.



Stockton Unified School District 
Curriculum Map 

Visual Art Grade 3 
 

6 of  9 
Stockton Unified School District 

SUSD 
Standards Content Outline 

Products/ 
Performance 
Assessments 

Resources Connections 

     
 Fourth Six Weeks  
     

3, 4, 5 I. VALUING/EVALUATING 
A. Historical/Cultural Aspects

1.  Exemplary painters/paintings 
2.  Media, tools, techniques, and processes 
3.  Influences 
4.  Themes and styles 

B. Critique 
1.  Knowledge-based decisions 
2.  Personal preferences/aesthetic decisions 

C. Critique Process 
1.  Discussion 
2.  Analysis 
3.  Interpretation 
4.  Judgment 

Critique of paintings to 
identify various aspects: 
subjects, medium, and use 
of art elements/principles 

Careers: fine artist/painters 
Language Arts: themes in 
artworks relate to literary 
themes 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 II. PRODUCING ART - PAINTING    
 A. Color Spectrum 

1.  Secondary colors 
2.  Intermediate 
3.  Color wheel 

B. Emotional Aspects of Color 
1.  Warm colors advance 
2.  Cool colors recede  

C. Painting Techniques 
1.  Horizontal brushstrokes 
2.  Dry brush 
3.  Wet-on-wet 
4.  Hard edge/soft edge 
 

Color Wheel illustrating 
understanding of mixing 
colors and placement 
Still life/landscape 
illustrating warm or cool 
colors 
Still life of fruit created by 
mixing colors 
 

Brooklyn Bridge [Stella] 
French Six-Day Bicycle 
Rider [Hopper] 
 
 

Science: color spectrum 
Math: measuring equal 
amounts 
Social Studies: location of 
Brooklyn Bridge 

     
     
     

   

   
   

RESOURCE KEY Disclaimer:  Product descriptions are recommended activities that 
can be supplemented by activities teaching the same concepts/skills.
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 Fourth Six Weeks  
  

D. Themes
1.  Still life 
2.  Landscape 
3.  Cityscape 
4.  Portraits/self-portraits 
5.  Seascapes/riverfronts  

     
 Fifth Six Weeks  
     

3, 4, 5 I. VALUING/EVALUATING 
A. Historical/Cultural Aspects

1.  Exemplary artists/artworks 
2.  Media, tools, techniques, and processes 
3.  Influences 
4.  Themes and styles 

B. Critique 
1.  Knowledge-based decisions 
2.  Personal preferences/aesthetic decisions 

C. Critique Process 
1.  Discussion 
2.  Analysis 
3.  Interpretation 
4.  Judgment 

Critique of art prints to 
identify use of spatial 
relationships and 
placement of objects 

Science: optical illusion of 
eye site 
Social Studies: spatial 
relationships in 
geographical regions 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     

   

   
     

   

   
   

RESOURCE KEY Disclaimer:  Product descriptions are recommended activities that 
can be supplemented by activities teaching the same concepts/skills.
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 Fifth Six Weeks  
     

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 II. PRODUCING ART - SPATIAL RELATIONSHIPS     
 A. Format 

1.  Horizontal/vertical 
2.  Background, Middle Ground, and Foreground 

B. Horizon Line/Eye Level 
1.  On/above/below eye level 
2.  Vanishing points/converging lines/horizon/eye level 

C. Illusion of Depth 
1.  Overlapping 
2.  Diminishing sizes 
3.  Placement on picture plane 

Tree composition 
illustrating IIA-C 
2-D design drawing and 
construction of an animal 
dwelling at the Zoo 
 

 
Persistence of Memory 
[Dali] 
The Tragedy [Picasso] 
Self-Portrait [Rousseau] 
 

Language Arts: Alice in 
Wonderland and  other 
stories where things 
change shapes; 
differences between 
biographies and 
autobiographies 
Math: architecture, use of 
proportions, size 
relationship and use of 
math equations 

 Sixth Six Weeks  
     

3, 4, 5 I. VALUING/EVALUATING 
A. Historical/Cultural Aspects

1.  Exemplary artists/artworks 
2.  Media, tools, techniques, and processes 
3.  Influences 
4.  Themes and styles 

B. Critique 
1.  Knowledge-based decisions 
2.  Personal preferences/aesthetic decisions 

C. Critique Process 
1.  Discussion 
2.  Analysis 
3.  Interpretation 
4.  Judgment 

Critique of 3-D art forms to 
discuss shape-to-form, 
shapes-within-shapes, 2-D 
vs. 3-D art and form-
follows-function 

Language Arts: parts-to-
whole relationships in 
literary works, terms used 
to describe 3-D art forms 

     
     

   

     
   

   
    

RESOURCE KEY Disclaimer:  Product descriptions are recommended activities that 
can be supplemented by activities teaching the same concepts/skills.
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 Sixth Six Weeks     

     
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 II. PRODUCING ART - THREE-DIMENSIONALDESIGN     

 A. Architecture 
1.  Parts-to-whole relationships 
2.  Shape-to-form 
3.  Fine arts vs. functional 
4.  Careers  
5.  Form-follows-function 

B. Sculpture 
1.  Shape-to-form relationships 
2.  2-D vs. 3-D 

C. Techniques and Processes 
1.  Modeling  
2.  Assembling  
3.  Carving  

D. 3-D Art Forms 
1.  Art forms by modeling technique 
2.  Assembling 3-D objects 

3-D  clay Animal Sculpture 
– illustrating knowledge of 
shape-to-form 
3-D forms from paper to 
use in creating 
objects/architecture 
Zoo dwelling constructed 
for selected animal 
Community created by 
assembling individual 
houses/ churches/ 
community centers 
Clay figures/cars/ animals  
to use in Community 

MCS 3-15 
Indian Church (Carr) 
 
Winter Landscape with Bird 
Trap [Brueghel] 
 
 
 
 

Math: concepts relating to 
area, scale and proportion, 
geometry concepts, 
application of math 
computations/calculations   
Science: plants, problem 
solving, man-made vs. 
natural environment 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


	Portrait of my Mother
	Judgment


